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About IABSE
IABSE is a fellowship of structural engineers operating on a worldwide basis, 

with interests in all types of structures, in all materials. 

It acts to improve our knowledge and understanding of the performance of 

structures. Its members represent structural engineers of all ages, employed 

in design, academia, construction, regulation and renewal. Many IABSE 

members occupy senior roles based on a history of personal achievement. 

The mission of IABSE is to exchange knowledge and to advance the practice

of structural engineering worldwide in the service of the profession and so-

ciety.

IABSE’s objectives are:

•  to promote cooperation and understanding 

among all those concerned with structural 

engineering and related fi elds by a worldwide 

exchange of knowledge and experience

•  to encourage awareness and responsibility of 

structural engineers  towards the needs 

of society

•  to encourage actions necessary for progress 

in structural engineering

•  to improve and foster cooperation and 

 understanding between  organisations 

having similar objectives

To fulfi ll its mission, IABSE organises conferences, publishes a high quality 

journal, Structural Engineering International (SEI), publishes books refl ect-

ing the work of its Technical Groups, creates Working Groups as required by 

new needs and technological progress, offers activities within the National 

Groups of IABSE, supports engineers at the beginning of their careers with a 

Young Engineers programme, and presents annual Awards in recognition of 

outstanding contributions in the fi eld of structural engineering.

IABSE

IABSE 

c/o ETH Zurich

Hönggerberg HIL E 21.3

8093 Zurich

SWITZERLAND

Phone: +41-44-633 2647

Fax: +41-44-633 1241

E-mail: secretariat@iabse.org
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IABSE has, since its creation by visionary Swiss Engineers in 1929, fulfi lled a 

very important and highly commendable purpose: 

To create a global forum for international exchange between structural en-

gineers from all over the world, - irrespective of political, religious and racial 

origins, and irrespective of functions at owner organizations, universities, 

consultants, contractors and suppliers, - with the sole purpose of sharing the 

common interest and together advancing the art of structural engineering for 

all relevant materials, and all for the benefi t of the society. 

This fundamental purpose is unchanged and still valid today, 86 years on. 

However, the means of communication and exchanging new ideas has 

changed in a way that nobody could have imagined when IABSE was founded: 

from time consuming, expensive and strenuous travel, and communication by 

surface- or airmail, sometimes restricted because of partly closed country 

regimes, - into now instantaneous global communication such as email, tel-

econferences, drop box and the like, not to mention all the new social media. 

Such change must inevitably lead to a review of the way IABSE operates in 

order to create value for its members and Society.

Furthermore, the role of structural engineers in developing the future society 

has never been more important, and yet not recognized as it should:

The general public focuses primarily on politicians, fi nancial houses, devel-

opers and other decision makers, as well as architects, because they hit the 

news media with big headlines most often, whereas the important, indispen-

sable work of the structural engineer remains hidden as a back offi ce com-

modity.

The fact is, however, that without the structural engineer’s work, most of the 

built environment and infrastructure would not be possible. 

The new IABSE Strategy, which is now under implementation, is meant to ad-

dress the above two issues: 

That is, the indispensable role and responsibility of Structural Engineers in 

developing the society for future generations as the important piece in the 

global puzzle, in cooperation with other professions, as well as modern, 

value-creating interaction amongst Structural Engineers globally, through 

meaningful conferences with relevant debates and discussions, making it 

worthwhile to meet physically at conferences.

The purpose of the IABSE Conference in the global city of Geneva is to ad-

dress these issues that are so fundamental for future generations of Struc-

tural Engineers, and, not least of all, to the ultimate benefi t of society in gen-

eral. The conference has been planned together with a Scientifi c Committee 

to include debate and discussion sessions focusing on four global challenges 

affecting the work of Structural Engineers. It is the hope that the sessions 

will lead to the formation of many new Working Groups that will take up the 

challenges identifi ed at the conference with the goal of presenting their fi nd-

ings and results at IABSE events in the near future. 

I wish you a very warm welcome to Geneva and hope you will leave Geneva 

full of inspiration and energy to make your contribution to the structural engi-

neering profession and the development of IABSE—the ultimate forum for us.

Thank you to the Scientifi c Committee lead by Eugen Brühwiler as well as the 

IABSE Secretariat for their great work. 

On behalf of the Lead Team,

 Klaus H. Ostenfeld, Former IABSE President, Chair of the Lead team

Preface
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Vision 

Structural Engineering – Providing Solutions to Global Challenges

The Geneva 2015 IABSE conference is designed to showcase the signifi cant 

impact that structural engineers have on society. The conference focuses on 

structural engineering as a key industry for addressing global challenges and 

ensuring sustainable growth of our society by providing a high quality built 

environment. Structural engineering is a central solution provider with inter-

faces to many other disciplines and dominant in its role and responsibility. 

Building upon the technical expertise and authority of IABSE as the prime in-

ternational organisation of structural engineers, the conference explores the 

contributions that structural engineering can make to solving major problems 

of today and the future.

With Geneva being the heart of numerous international and humanitarian as-

sociations there could not be a better place to discuss these global challeng-

es. Four Global Themes have been carefully selected and form the central pil-

lars of the technical programme. These themes are introduced by high-level, 

visionary debates and keynote speakers and subsequently explored in depth 

by different style sessions in order to best address the complex issues and 

engage with the wider engineering community and key decision makers.

The conference programme has been developed on the basis of topics and 

sessions proposed within the global themes by the IABSE members and par-

ticipants in a dynamic and interactive process. Subsequently, many contrib-

uters have become session facilitators with a high degree of infl uence on the 

actual contents of the sessions. This is the fi rst time the conferences con-

tents has been directly audience generated with a vision of maximizing the 

relevance to and engagement of the conference participants.

Besides the Global Themes, the conference programme features traditional 

technical sessions with a wide scope as well as a diverse mixture of session 

formats such as debates and workshops in order to accommodate different 

content and intent. The aim is to create a stimulating and participative event 

with novel approaches for knowledge sharing and a maximum of interaction 

between participants. The sessions are designed to catalyse the discussions 

and provide a tangible output of the conference, with the goal of leading to 

new IABSE activities well beyond the Geneva conference. 

Welcome to the new conference format – welcome to Geneva!

The Lead Team


